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^as practically no Chinese immigration into Mongolia. Some eco-
lomic ties, however, had bound them to China. The small trade of
he country has been carried on by Chinese merchants. Early in the
>resent century, a Chinese bank opened credits to politically in-
iuential Mongol leaders.

Since the end of the nineteenth century, as Russia has exerted
ncreased efforts in Siberia and the Far East, Mongolia has as-
rumed greater importance in China's policy. This borderland,
yhich was clearly a doorway to further Russian expansion into
:entral Asia, now commanded more attention. The Peking gov-
ernment began to tighten Chinese ties with Mongolia and to
rurtail Mongolian autonomy. It strove gradually to extend the
general system of Chinese administration to the Mongols, it en-
rouraged immigration of Chinese peasants into Mongolia, and it
vas prepared to break, by force if necessary, the opposition which
nust naturally and inevitably develop there.

An anti-Chinese movement headed by lay and religious Mongol
eaders sprang up, and Russia soon tried to make use of it to foster
he separation of Outer Mongolia from China. Before the autonomy
novement had gained momentum, however, the Russo-Japanese
:onvention recognized Outer Mongolia as part of the Russian
;phere. Russian agents stimulated the movement and directed it
nto pro-Russian channels. Indeed, Russian assistance was neces-
;ary if the Mongol cause was to achieve any success; without Rus-
;ian aid the movement could easily be crushed by Chinese forces.
3ut Mongols, with their childish notions of international relations,
>elieved that pure sympathy and benevolence guided policies and
:hat Russia would aid in creating a new independent and sovereign
Vlongolian state embracing all of the various Mongolian lands.

In 1910-11 the situation in Mongolia became aggravated. Chi-
aese activity was increasing: Chinese Army units were arriving; a
whole Chinese division was expected at Urga, the capital, and bar-
racks had already been built. The Chinese amban (head of the local
government) in Urga began to persecute Mongolians who were
sympathetic to Russia. Colonization of Mongolian lands by the
Chinese was meanwhile being pushed forward.

In July, 1911, the Khutukhtu (the "living Buddha") and the
princes met in the capital and decided to appeal to the Russian Tsar
for help against Chinese aggression. A delegation was sent to the